THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

are to be found only among the proletariat, since experi-
ence teaches us that the criminal instincts which are most
to be feared are often behind the sword, the wig and the
cassock. The difference is only in the form these instincts
take. The masses act always on a savage impulse, without
calculation or reflection, and often show their generosity.
Calculated crime on the other hand is without that
thoughtless impulse and, carried out with preconsidera-
tion, is quite inexcusable, making, as it does, cold and
sinister premeditation its first quality.

As may be seen, we sought a practical solution, and
though we knew all this in our secret hearts, we did not
show it in the document mentioned, because that would
have been too innocent. We knew that we were beaten,
that we had not the slightest hope of help from the powers
who should have helped us, and that we were trying to-
negotiate peace as a conquered people. Would it have
been any use to have made the continuation of the
Republic as the political regime of our country one of our
conditions? Would it have been any use to ask for a
plebiscite? Not the slightest. It would have been vain
to suppose such things were possible, when we knew that
it would be the winning side which would impose con-
ditions, and when, moreover, we knew beforehand that
Spain would be subjected to a special regime which would
have the word of a few War Lords as its law, and would
have to continue suffering foreign military intervention
(though this was possible for a time only, and would give
place to a strong and efficient economic intervention).
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